
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MARTI NOXON Q & A 
 
MARTI NOXON (Screenwriter) most recently wrote the screenplay for DreamWorks Studio’s “I 
Am Number Four.” She is currently writing “Bad Baby” for DreamWorks, which she and her 
partner Dawn Parouse will produce. 
 
Noxon has written and executive produced for many critically acclaimed television programs 
including “Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” “Grey’s Anatomy,” “Private Practice,” “Brothers & 
Sisters,” “Point Pleasant” and “Still Life.”  She has also served as consulting producer for “Mad 
Men,” “Prison Break” and “Angel,” and is currently a consulting producer on “Glee.” 
 
Under her Grady Twins Production banner, which she co-runs with Dawn Olmstead, Noxon is 
currently producing projects for Lifetime, Showtime, FX, The CW and NBC.   
 
A graduate of UC Santa Cruz, Noxon currently lives in Hollywood with her two children. 
 
 
Q:  How did you get involved in the “Fright Night” project? 
 
A:  Because of my work on “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” and other things, I get sent a lot of 
supernatural projects and frankly, I don't respond to a lot of it. But there was something about 
the original “Fright Night” and its tone and the character’s stories that I really liked. I felt like I 
had something to bring to it and that in the years since the original movie came out the culture 
around vampires has become so prevalent that it might be a fun time to comment on it.  
 
Once I decided to work on the project, it became one of those once in a lifetime experiences.  
Craig was amazingly collaborative and let me into the process a lot more than some directors 
might. I saw right away that he understood exactly what I was seeing myself. I didn’t get 
rewritten a million times, which was really kind of amazing and we’d love to work together 
again. This really was the ideal project.  
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Q:  So you and director Craig Gillespie were a team?  
 
A:  I think we were, yes, and that’s something I'm so grateful for. It's really true that you can 
write a scene and it lives or dies with how it's executed. I've written things and thought, “I know 
that this can be played really poorly, but if I trust that the director understands the way these 
lines are to be delivered, it could be really good.” From the moment Craig came on board it was 
clear that he understood the way to do the humor in this movie without making it seem forced 
or campy. He let the humor live with the characters. It was such a pleasure to go on set and see 
how it was shaping up because it is kind of a rare thing when it all gels. 
 
 
Q:  What did you think the most important things were to keep from the original movie? 
 
A:  I think we had a lot of affection for the original because the premise was so strong. One of 
the things we talked about a lot was that Charley, Anton Yelchin's character, is in the process of 
becoming a man during the film. He has to face Colin’s character, Jerry, this stereotypical 
portrayal of masculinity. Jerry’s a predator and he's described as a player and that's certainly 
not who Charley is. Charley has to prove himself against Jerry, the bad boy and the guy who 
typically gets the girl. That’s definitely something I enjoyed writing about.  
 
We also re-imagined Jerry a bit. There's so much of the “ romantic” vampire out there right now 
that it was fun to create one as a super-villain.   
 
 
Q:  Are there many scenes that didn't make it into the movie? 
 
A:  Actually, no, there's not. It was already a relatively tight screenplay and we took out a few 
things, but what we ended up with was pretty much an edited version of the original script. 
 
 
Q:  Were you happy with Colin's embodiment of a vampire? 
 
A:  Oh, yes. Colin brought Elvis to the table. There's a moment in the film when he literally 
snarls, and I thought, “Yeah, that's what we were going for.” We had imagined a very muscular, 
charming, but ultimately empty, sociopathic character. His friendliness in the beginning is all an 
act. Colin said that he saw his character as someone who just likes to play with his food. 
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Q:  Why did you choose to set the movie in Las Vegas? 
 
A:  I spent time in Las Vegas during the Obama campaign, so I was in those neighborhoods and I 
saw how many of the houses were abandoned and how many were in foreclosure. I thought that 
phenomenon was in such stark contrast with the Las Vegas lifestyle and the night culture where 
anything goes. I thought, “If I were a vampire, I would move here.” I'd been thinking about that 
ever since, and when I was approached with “Fright Night,” I made it part of my take on the 
story. DreamWorks embraced it, which I was really glad about. 
 
 
Q:     Did you have any specific actors in mind when you wrote the screenplay? 
 
A:     No. When I started in this business, I wanted to be an actor, so when I write I tend to 
become all of the different people in my head. It’s a lot more fun than going to auditions.  
 
 
Q:  Do you love vampire culture?  Have you seen all of the B vampire movies? 
 
A: I grew up in a house that my Mom said was haunted, and I believed her. Then I snuck in to see 
the movie “Dracula,” with Frank Langella, when I was much too young. I honestly think that it 
imprinted on my DNA because I just loved it.  I also love Ann Rice and "Interview with a 
Vampire."  
 
 
Q:  Do you think the sexual element has always been a big part of vampire movies? 
 
A:  I think vampire movies have always been sexy. If you go back and look at the original Dracula, 
the biting is obviously a metaphor for sex. Frank Langella was dead sexy. I still remember him 
walking through those gauzy white curtains, with his shirt open. I didn’t know what was 
happening in my body, but I thought, “This is all good.” What’s inherent in the vampire myth is 
carnality and the longing for eternal love. 
 
 
ABOUT THE MOVIE: 
 
High School Senior Charley Brewster (Anton Yelchin) finally has it all—he’s running with the popular 
crowd and dating the hottest girl in high school. In fact, he’s so cool he’s even dissing his best friend Ed 
(Christopher Mintz-Plasse). But trouble arrives when an intriguing stranger Jerry (Colin Farrell) moves in 
next door. He seems like a great guy at first, but there’s something not quite right— yet no one, 
including Charley’s mom (Toni Collette), seems to notice!  After witnessing some very unusual activity, 
Charley comes to an unmistakable conclusion: Jerry is a vampire preying on his neighborhood. Unable to 
convince anyone that he’s telling the truth, Charley has to find a way to get rid of the monster himself in 
this Craig Gillespie-helmed revamp of the comedy-horror classic. 
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DreamWorks Pictures presents “Fright Night,” directed by Craig Gillespie and produced by Michael De 
Luca and Alison Rosenzweig, with a screenplay by Marti Noxon and story by Tom Holland, based on the 
film “Fright Night,” written by Tom Holland. The film will be released on August 19, 2011. 


