
 
 
 

ANTON YELCHIN Q & A 
 
ANTON YELCHIN (Charley Brewster), with his recent highly acclaimed performances in “The 
Beaver,” “Star Trek” and “Charlie Bartlett,” as well as other starring roles in major films, is one 
of Hollywood’s rising stars. He will soon be heard as the voice of Clumsy Smurf in Sony’s 
animated feature “The Smurfs.”  In addition, Yelchin starred in “Like Crazy,” which won the 
Grand Jury Prize when it premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in January 2011. He recently 
began filming “Odd Thomas.” In the title role, Yelchin stars as a short order cook with 
clairvoyant abilities who encounters a mysterious man with a link to dark and threatening 
forces.  
 
Yelchin’s past film projects include his role in “New York, I Love You,” with an all star cast that 
includes Ethan Hawke, Robin Wright Penn, Shia LaBeouf, Orlando Bloom, James Caan, Julie 
Christie, Andy Garcia and Natalie Portman. He also starred in “Terminator: Salvation,” opposite 
Christian Bale and Sam Worthington, “Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac” with Emma Roberts, 
and “Middle of Nowhere,” opposite Susan Sarandon.  His other film credits include “Alpha 
Dog,” “Hearts in Atlantis” (for which he received the Young Artist Award for Best Performance 
in a Feature Film––Leading Young Actor), “Fierce People,” “House of D” and “You and I.” Yelchin 
also received the Explosive Talent Award at the 2002 Giffoni Film Festival in Italy. 
 
Yelchin has appeared on some of television’s most critically acclaimed dramas.  He starred 
opposite Hank Azaria on the Showtime original series “Huff” for two seasons, and had guest 
starring roles on “Criminal Minds” and “Law & Order: Criminal Intent.”  
 
Yelchin currently resides in Los Angeles. 
 
Q:  What made you want to do this movie? 
 
A:  There were two reasons.  The first one was that I thought the script was very solid, with a 
very relatable arc for my character of Charley. He’s a kid who loses track of what's valuable to 
him and then he’s faced with something that threatens to take away everything that is 
precious. He struggles through a lot of guilt and remorse but overcomes that to protect the 
people he cares about. That's a very relatable story to me. 
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The second was that Craig Gillespie was attached to direct. I was a fan of his movie “Lars and 
the Real Girl” and I thought he was such a cool choice to make a horror genre film that's a bit 
more mainstream. He’s known as someone who likes really interesting characters and makes 
actor’s movies. It turned out to be true.  Craig is very much an actor’s director.  He gives you a 
lot of freedom to create your character.  
 
 
Q:  Did you see the first “Fright Night”? 
 
A:  Oh, yeah, I love the first film.  I think it's really intelligent and enjoyable. I think it also 
represents the horror genre’s transition during the 1980s from classic Hollywood horror into a 
more entertaining, very self-conscious, funny, campy genre.   
 
 
Q:  You play a teenager in “Fright Night.” How was that for you? 
 
A:  I played an architect in “Like Crazy” and a week later I was in New Mexico shooting “Fright 
Night.” I'm happy it turned out that way, because the movies are so different and the 
characters are completely different people. That always gives me a certain level of satisfaction 
because that's what I try and do in my career, is shake it up a bit. Otherwise, I don't understand 
the point of this job. You have to try and take different roles every time. 
 
 
Q:  Imogen Poots plays your girlfriend in the movie. Is there a difference between English and 
American actresses? 
 
A: I've been very lucky. The last couple of films I’ve done I’ve worked with Jennifer Lawrence, 
Imogen and Felicity Jones, all of whom are extremely talented and intelligent, regardless of 
their nationality. I think these women are just very interesting people and I feel lucky to have 
been able to work with them. 
 
 
Q:  You were born in Russia but immigrated here when you were six months old. Are you 
interested in making films in Russia? 
 
A:  I worked on a film there once.  It was a very different experience. For me, it’s always about 
the filmmaker and I'm not particularly interested in going to Russia just to work in Russia. There 
are filmmakers there that I would really like to work with, though. If Alexander Sokurov was 
making a movie and called me up and said, ”Come make this movie with me,” I would be there 
in an instant. I’d also go to Austria to work with Michael Haneke or Denmark to work with Lars 
Von Trier. It isn’t about the country they’re in, it’s about their talent. 
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Q:  What makes you scared? 
 
A:  What scares more than anything is probably the nature of humanity and the kind of horrible 
things that people can do to one another. That’s partly what “Fright Night” touches on. 
 
 
ABOUT THE MOVIE: 
 
High School Senior Charley Brewster (Anton Yelchin) finally has it all—he’s running with the popular 
crowd and dating the hottest girl in high school. In fact, he’s so cool he’s even dissing his best friend Ed 
(Christopher Mintz-Plasse). But trouble arrives when an intriguing stranger Jerry (Colin Farrell) moves in 
next door. He seems like a great guy at first, but there’s something not quite right— yet no one, 
including Charley’s mom (Toni Collette), seems to notice!  After witnessing some very unusual activity, 
Charley comes to an unmistakable conclusion: Jerry is a vampire preying on his neighborhood. Unable to 
convince anyone that he’s telling the truth, Charley has to find a way to get rid of the monster himself in 
this Craig Gillespie-helmed revamp of the comedy-horror classic. 
 
DreamWorks Pictures presents “Fright Night,” directed by Craig Gillespie and produced by Michael De 
Luca and Alison Rosenzweig, with a screenplay by Marti Noxon and story by Tom Holland, based on the 
film “Fright Night,” written by Tom Holland. The film will be released on August 19, 2011. 
 


